PUBLIC HEALTH AND DEFICIENCY DISEASES

and a statistical officer. It is obvious that such a bureau can do
nothing more than see through the routine work involved in
keeping the Central Government in touch with public health
affairs in the provinces.

Owing to the deplorable state of finance, none of the pro-
vinces could initiate fresh developments or formulate sanitary
schemes; but faced with the primitive state of sanitation
throughout the country and with the consequent appalling
wastefulness of sickness, the ministers realized the special
urgency of training public health workers and urged upon the
Government the need of expanding facilities for a thorough
education of Indians in all matters concerning public health.
For ensuring a degree of success in public health measures,
they argued, the responsibility has to be left in the hands of
the Indians. At long last the hierarchy of the central Govern-
ment realized that corporate action necessary for ameliorating
the deplorable environment in which the masses of the people
live cannot be taken by them and, to quote the words of the
Public Health Commissioner with the Government of India,
'to be effective it must carry conviction and establish its posi-
tion against immemorial conservatism and tradition, it must
therefore be done by Indians'. While the Government were in
Tull sympathy' with proposals for establishing institutes or
schools devoted to specialized training in public health, they
could not offer the requisite financial support for their fruition.

The opportunity came when the Rockefeller Foundation
offered to provide the entire cost of building and equipping an
All-India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health on the con-
dition that the Government of India would meet the recurring
cost of staff and maintenance of the Institute. The Rockefeller
Foundation stipulated that the Institute should conduct its
work in such a manner as to serve the whole of India. The
Government of India accepted the offer and the building was
completed in 1932 on a site adjoining the Calcutta School of
Tropical Medicine. One section of the Institute, opened in
1933, is devoted to research and training in biochemistry and
nutrition. Two main lines of investigation are being followed
at present, namely, determination of nutrient values of the
common Indian foodstuffs, and surveys of dietary habits of the
various races and communities in India. The other institute
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